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Soil Science


        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.
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        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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Soil Science


        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.
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      Regional Conservation Partnership Program

        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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            The technical resources and references NRCS provides uses science-based technology to aid conservation planning and benefit soil, water, air, plants, and animals for productive lands and healthy ecosystems.
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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            Welcome to the NRCS newsroom! Here you’ll find the latest information on USDA’s conservation agency, including news releases, feature stories, downloadable media files and more.
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Emerging Findings on the Effects of Cover Crops on Grassland Birds
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            NRCS has employees in counties across America that help local communities every day.

      
        

        
                      View All Contact
                  

      

    

    
      
        	
            
              
                Find a Service Center
              
              
  
  
              

            Access local services provided by the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and the Rural Development agencies.

      
      




            
          
	
            
              
                Find An Employee
              
              
  
  
              

            Looking for a particular employee of NRCS? Find them in the USDA Employee Directory.  

      
      




            
          
	
            
              
                State Office Contacts
              
              
  
  
              

            Our State Offices Directory provides contact information for NRCS State Office Representatives. 

      
      




            
          
	
            
              
                NRCS Careers
              
              
  
  
              

            Looking for a career that can make a difference? Find information about NRCS career opportunities. 

      
      




            
          
	
            
              
                National Information and Centers
              
              
  
  
              

            Find information about NRCS National Programs and Centers. 

      
      




            
          


      

    

  




                  




          
  
    
    Enter Search Term(s):
    
  



          
      	
                                                  Subscribe
                  
	
                                                  About NRCS
                  
	
                                                  Equity
                  
	
                                                  farmers.gov
                  
	
                                                  USDA.gov
                  
	
                                                  State Offices
                  


  

        

      

    
  

  
          
        
            
    


  


        

      

            
  
    
      


    
    
      
        
              





                              
            Virginia

                  

            
        
      
    
            
      
    
  



      
              

        

      

    

  


  
        
      
  
    
          
        Breadcrumb

        	
                                            Home
                                    
	
                                            Conservation Basics
                                    
	
                                            Conservation by State
                                    
	
                                            Virginia
                                    


    

  


    


        
        From the Appalachians to the Chesapeake, our conservationists are working to keep Virginia agriculture going strong with customized recommendations to make operations more sustainable and productive while also protecting the scenic beauty of these diverse landscapes. 
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            Virginia farmers, cattle producers and forest landowners are the true experts on their operations. We don’t mandate conservation activities but instead work collaboratively to develop strategies for achieving their goals and vision. We value our role as trusted advisors and customize our approach for each operation. We’re also strong advocates for locally-led conservation, closely collaborating with our sister agencies, state and local governments and advocacy groups to protect Virginia’s precious natural resources.
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            1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 209

Richmond, VA 23229
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  Find Your Local Service Center

  
    USDA Service Centers are locations where you can connect with Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or Rural Development employees for your business needs. Enter your state and county below to ﬁnd your local service center and agency offices. If this locator does not work in your browser, please visit offices.usda.gov.
  

  
      Select your state
          

  


  - Please select -
Alabama
Alaska
American Samoa
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District Of Columbia
Federated States of Micronesia
Florida
Georgia
Guam
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Northern Mariana Islands
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Palau
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virgin Islands
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming



  




        
  
  


      Select your county
          

  


  - Please select -
Accomack
Albemarle
Alleghany
Amelia
Amherst
Appomattox
Arlington
Augusta
Bath
Bedford
Bland
Botetourt
Brunswick
Buchanan
Buckingham
Campbell
Caroline
Carroll
Charles City
Charlotte
Chesterfield
Clarke
Craig
Culpeper
Cumberland
Dickenson
Dinwiddie
Essex
Fairfax
Fauquier
Floyd
Fluvanna
Franklin
Frederick
Giles
Gloucester
Goochland
Grayson
Greene
Greensville
Halifax
Hanover
Henrico
Henry
Highland
Isle of Wight
James City
King and Queen
King George
King William
Lancaster
Lee
Loudoun
Louisa
Lunenburg
Madison
Mathews
Mecklenburg
Middlesex
Montgomery
Nelson
New Kent
Northampton
Northumberland
Nottoway
Orange
Page
Patrick
Pittsylvania
Powhatan
Prince Edward
Prince George
Prince William
Pulaski
Rappahannock
Richmond
Roanoke
Rockbridge
Rockingham
Russell
Scott
Shenandoah
Smyth
Southampton
Spotsylvania
Stafford
Surry
Sussex
Tazewell
Warren
Washington
Westmoreland
Wise
Wythe
York
Alexandria City
Bedford City
Bristol City
Buena Vista City
Charlottesville City
Chesapeake City
Colonial Heights City
Covington City
Danville City
Emporia City
Fairfax City
Falls Church City
Franklin City
Fredericksburg City
Galax City
Hampton City
Harrisonburg City
Hopewell City
Lexington City
Lynchburg City
Manassas City
Manassas Park City
Martinsville City
Newport News City
Norfolk City
Norton City
Petersburg City
Poquoson City
Portsmouth City
Radford City
Richmond City
Roanoke City
Salem City
Staunton City
Suffolk City
Virginia Beach City
Waynesboro City
Williamsburg City
Winchester City



  




        
  
  




  






  






  













  


            

          

                




  
        

      
              

    

            

  
      







 


News and Publications


View Virginia press releases, success stories and PDF versions of many of our brochures and fact sheets. 


 


 




  
      







 


Conservation Planning


Our conservationists can develop customized plans to help conserve and protect natural resources on operations of all types and sizes. Reach out to your local office to get started.


 


 




  
      







 


Soil Health


Learn more about the Virginia soil health movement that is empowering farmers to learn about their soils, learn from each other and come up with their own soil management solutions. 

 


 


 




  
      







 


Watershed Operations


Get more information on how Virginia NRCS works with local partners help them to conserve and develop their land and water resources before and after major storm events to address natural resource and related economic problems on a watershed basis. 


 




 



 


      




              

        Join Our Team


    
      

  
    
        
        Conservation Careers

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Conservation Careers

                

                            
                                  
                      Start or grow your conservation career with Virginia NRCS to help ensure that communities across the commonwealth enjoy the benefits of productive soil, clean water, clean air and abundant wildlife that come from a healthy environment. 


                  

                                

            Conservation Careers


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Earth Team Volunteers

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Earth Team Volunteers

                

                            
                                  
                      Gain valuable work experience that can help introduce you to the various fields of natural resources conservation. About 10 percent of Virginia NRCS employees began their careers as Earth Team volunteers.


                  

                                

            Earth Team Volunteers


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Conservation Partners

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Conservation Partners

                

                            
                                  
                      Virginia NRCS works through strong conservation partnerships to get more "boots on the ground" to address a broad range of resource concerns and connect with more historically underserved, beginning and urban farmers. 


                  

                                

            Conservation Partners


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







  






              
    
            Additional Resources


        
              
  

  
        
            
Virginia Land Use and Protection


      
        Virginia’s major non-urban land uses include forestry, crop production and pastures. Most Virginia wetlands are open or forested and only seasonally saturated.

      

    

  




          
  

  
        
            
Tribal Assistance | Virginia


      
        Virginia tribes were firmly established on ancestral lands long before the Jamestown settlement and were the original protectors of soil, water, air, plants and animals. NRCS shares these values and has worked closely with Fi...

      

    

  




  
    

  





          

  

        
              

      
        
          
            State Programs and Initiatives

            

            Virginia NRCS uses the full Farm Bill toolbox to design conservation systems that address specific resource concerns on agricultural and non-industrial private forested land. Core programs like EQIP and CSP have helped expand our footprint on the land through implementation of practices with proven environmental benefits. We also leverage programs like RCPP and CIG to strengthen and expand partnerships that support locally led conservation and innovation. Landscape initiatives like National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI), Golden Wing Warbler (GWW) and Longleaf Pine (LLPI) provide targeted funding to help producers and landowners achieve their stewardship and operational goals.  

      
          

          
            
              
          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Environmental Quality Incentives Program | Virginia


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          





      
        
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program | Virginia


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Regional Conservation Partnership Program | Virginia


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          





      
        
American Black Duck | Virginia


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Conservation Innovation Grants | Virginia


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          





      
        
Conservation Stewardship Program | Virginia


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Eastern Hellbender | Virginia


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          





      
        
Longleaf Pine Initiative | Virginia


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Northern Bobwhite in Pine Savanna | Virginia


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          





      
        
Northern Bobwhite in Working Grasslands | Virginia


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Watershed Programs | Virginia


              

    

  


              

      


  

  




          

        

      

    
        


    
      
            





        State Payment Schedule

        NRCS provides financial assistance for selected conservation practices. The availability and amount of financial assistance can vary between states.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


    
      
            





        Civil Rights Committee

        The National Civil Rights Advisory Committee to the Chief (NCRACC) is designed to provide management officials and employees with counsel and advice to enhance and ensure compliance with their equal employment opportunity and program delivery responsibilities.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


    
      
            





        State Technical Committee

        State Technical Committees serve in an advisory capacity to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and other agencies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) on the implementation of the natural resources conservation provisions of Farm Bill legislation.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


        
                
  
  
    
      
                How to Get Assistance


            
        Do you farm or ranch and want to make improvements to the land that you own or lease?


Natural Resources Conservation Service offers technical and financial assistance to help farmers, ranchers and forest landowners.


                      
          Print this information
        

                





    

    
      
      
  
    
        Step 1: Make a Plan

    
  

  
    

            To get started with NRCS, we recommend you stop by your local NRCS field office. We’ll discuss your vision for your land.


NRCS provides landowners with free technical assistance, or advice, for their land. Common technical assistance includes: resource assessment, practice design and resource monitoring. Your conservation planner will help you determine if financial assistance is right for you.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 2: Start an Application

    
  

  
    

            We’ll walk you through the application process. To get started on applying for financial assistance, we’ll work with you:


	To fill out an AD 1026, which ensures a conservation plan is in place before lands with highly erodible soils are farmed. It also ensures that identified wetland areas are protected.
	To meet other eligibility certifications.

Once complete, we’ll work with you on the application, or CPA 1200.


Applications for most programs are accepted on a continuous basis, but they’re considered for funding in different ranking periods. Be sure to ask your local NRCS district conservationist about the deadline for the ranking period to ensure you turn in your application in time.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 3: Check your eligibility

    
  

  
    

            As part of the application process, we’ll check to see if you are eligible. To do this, you’ll need to bring:
	An official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID)
	A property deed or lease agreement to show you have control of the property; and
	A farm number.

If you don’t have a farm number, you can get one from USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Typically, the local FSA office is located in the same building as the local NRCS office. You only need a farm number if you’re interested in financial assistance.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 4: Rank your application

    
  

  
    

            NRCS will take a look at the applications and rank them according to local resource concerns, the amount of conservation benefits the work will provide and the needs of applicants. View Application Ranking Dates by State.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 5: Implement your plan

    
  

  
    

            If you’re selected, you can choose whether to sign the contract for the work to be done.


Once you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and specifications for completing the practice or practices, and then you will have a specified amount of time to implement. Once the work is implemented and inspected, you’ll be paid the rate of compensation for the work if it meets NRCS standards and specifications.


      
  




  


    

  







    
    
              

      
        Related News and Events

        
          

    
    
      
            





        News

      

      
        
Agricultural Producers to Conserve Land through Climate-Smart Easements as part of President’s Biden’s Investing in America Agenda


        
          

            March 13, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            





        News

      

      
        
USDA Launches New Bobwhite Conservation Pilot and Announces General Conservation Reserve Program Signup  


        
          

            March 02, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            





        News

      

      
        
Biden-Harris Administration Makes Record Investment in Private Lands Conservation As Part of  Investing in America Agenda


        
          

            February 13, 2024


      
        

      

    

  




  
  




        	
          View More News
      
	
          View More Events
      


      

    
  




  



  

  
    
      
        
          
            AskUSDA

          

          
            
              
                One central entry point for you to access information and help from USDA
              

              
                 Ask.USDA.gov
              

              
                 1-833-ONE-USDA
              

              
                 askusda@usda.gov
              

            

          

          
            Ask a question
          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          Menu

  
    
      
    

  
  
    
      Natural Resources Conservation Service

    
    U.S. Department of Agriculture

  




        

      

      
        Return to Top
      

    

    
      
        
          
            
    
          
        
          
    
                        
                    
          
            Policies and Statements
            	
          FOIA
        
	
          Information Quality
        
	
          Our Performance
        
	
          Privacy Policy
        
	
          Accessibility Statement
        
	
          Non-Discrimination Statement
        


          
        

                              
                    
          
            Related Sites
            	
          USDA.gov
        
	
          AskUSDA
        
	
          Office of the Inspector General
        
	
          USA.gov
        
	
          WhiteHouse.gov
        


          
        

                              
                    
          
            Resources
            	
          OneFPAC - Employee Links
        
	
          eDirectives
        
	
          Glossary
        
	
          USDA CARES Partner Portal
        
	
          No Fear Act Data
        
	
          Open Government
        
	
          Plain Writing
        
	
          Report Fraud on USDA Contract
        
	
          Sitemap
        


          
        

          
                            
              
                Subscribe to our Newsletter
                	
                                        Stay updated on the latest news and stories from NRCS and other USDA topics.
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